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“Polish Family Farms Criminalised for Local Food Sales” 
 
European Coordination Via Campesina supports the action of the  International Coalition to Protect 
the Polish Countryside and local supporters of Polish family farms, who will protest outside the Polish 
Embassy in London on 20th February 2014, to highlight the excessively harsh hygiene and sanitary 
regulations imposed on small Polish farmers wishing to sell their traditional farmhouse foods direct 
(http://icppc.pl/index.php/en/) . 
  
This action is one of a series that Polish farmers have been conducting since January 2014 to call for 
food sovereignty in their territories.   These farmers are asking for public policies that support their 
traditional modes of food production, transformation and direct sales.  
  
ECVC, as the only European network of family and smallholders farming, is receiving more and more 
complaints about the negative consequences of the neo-liberal policies in the agricultural sector. 
Small-scale farmers are disappearing due to laws that benefit only land concentration, global 
competiveness and food standardization, and that are disrespectful of local food culture and 
tradition. 
   
In a recent opinion article published on the International Year of Family Farming (2014),  Mr  José 
Graziano da Silva, the  FAO-Director General,  recognizes that “… we have much to learn about 
sustainable practices from family farmers, a group that includes smallholders and medium scale 
farmers, peasants, indigenous peoples, traditional communities, fisher folk, pastoralists, collectors 
and many others…Too frequently in the past, family farmers were considered a problem to be solved, 
the target of social policies with only limited potential. That is the mindset we need to change. Family 
farmers are not part of the problem; on the contrary, they are part of the solution for food security 
and sustainable development.” 
  
European Coordination Via Campesina fully agrees and calls for the Polish government, as well as 
European Union and the United Nations Agency for Food and Agriculture, to move from good intents 
to concrete actions.  
  
  
ECVC Spokespersons 

 Genevieve Savigny: 0033625551687 

 Hanny Van Geel: 0031613903434 
 
ECVC Press contact: Marzia Rezzin 0032473300156 

http://icppc.pl/index.php/en/

