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Concerning: MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION

on Biotechnology: Prospects and Challenges for Agriculture in Europe. (2006/2059 (INI))

Dear Janusz,

The majority of statements in the above paper bear little or no relation to the reality. The authors make an attempt to convey an unproven, experimental and potentially dangerous technology, as some form of panacea for the future of food, farming and medicine. The paper is so misleading and lacking in independently verifiable facts that, in our opinion, IT IS NOT WORTHY OF DEBATE AND SHOULD BE REJECTED IN ITS ENTIRETY.

To mention just a few key issues:

· In almost all cases where independent studies of GM crop performance have taken place over the past 10 years, it has been shown that, after an initial 2/3 year period of optimum performance, yields have decreased to below levels of conventional crops. More, rather than less, pesticides are required to maintain disease free plants and cross contamination of neighbouring crops became commonplace.

· Five years of official UK government GM field trials revealed that GM oilseed rape and sugar beet had a more negative impact on wildlife than conventional equivalents. It also showed that unintended cross contamination took place on the trial site itself, leading to the growth of herbicide resistant “superweeds”.

· An increasing number of scientific feeding experiments have revealed that mice and rats fed on diets of GM soya and maize suffered substantial health problems and developed disease symptoms not expressed in mice and rats fed on conventional soya and maize.

· The great majority of the Europeans have rejected GM food. Attempts to force such foods on the public are thus undemocratic and heavy-handed. The clear trend amongst European food companies is the implementation of non GM ingredient policies and further growth of quality organic and traditional foods.

Attempts to gloss over independently verifiable evidence of serious problems in all areas of GM technology is due to commercial pressures to bring GMO into the market place. All efforts to influence government and public opinion to accept GM technology are sponsored by GM corporations.

The recent scandal of large volumes of conventional rice contaminated by genetically modified rice from US field trial experiments, exposes the danger of allowing any production and processing of GM crops and gives further weight to calls for a complete GMO ban in Europe. (*)

There is an urgent need for the reorientation of current GM research and development funds towards the enhancement of diverse and ecological management systems that maintain and improve the long term fertility and overall health of our native soils, plants, animals and people.

We urge the rejection of any attempts to introduce technologies that fundamentally destabilise our ecosystems through the manufacturing of gene altered species that override and contaminate our native crops, seeds and animals. 

(*)US GM rice LL601 (Bayer) 

18 August 2006: Announcement by USDA that unauthorised LL601 rice had entered the food chain in the US

23 August 2006: EC Emergency measures put in place requiring shipments of long grain rice from the US to be certified as free of LL601 rice25 August: Member States validate the Emergency Measures.

Since the USDA announced that the unauthorised GM rice LL601 had entered the food chain in the US a growing number of cases of GM rice contamination have come to light in Europe.

11 September 2006: the Commission Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health heard a presentation by the European Federation of Rice Millers, which represents about 90% of the rice trade in the EU. The trade association reported that out of 162 samples of rice tested by its members so far, 33 (around 20%!!)  had been tested positive for the LL601 variant.

A growing number of cases of GM rice contamination have come to light in all EU countries as results of tests are published.

(source: EurActive 13.9.06 http://www.euractiv.com/en/food/eu-strives-find-gmo-needle-rice-haystack/article-157769  and http://www.foeeurope.org/GMOs/rice_contamination.htm)


